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There’s apparently been a bit of confusion over what, exactly, F5 thinks of cloud computing as an organization based on
a recent blog post. I thought I’ve been fairly clear on where F5 stands in terms of cloud computing but I may be suffering
what’s known as the “curse of knowledge”, which means I am so deeply entrenched in F5’s view of cloud that I forget
that other people don’t have the luxury of that knowledge.
So I’d like to take this opportunity to clear up any misconceptions that may be ﬂoating around and just set the record
straight concerning F5 and cloud computing.

THE APPLICATION IS THE DATA CENTER’S CROWNING GLORY

Every data center – whether it’s hosted, whether it’s in the cloud, whether it’s SOA or legacy, whether it’s old or new – is
really concerned with delivering applications. Whether those applications are for business use, personal use,
communication, collaboration, custom, packaged, integrated, stand-alone, used by governments, individuals,
corporations, or non-proﬁts is relevant to F5 in that we have to support certain features and capabilities that are
necessary to ensure those applications are delivered in a way that meets the unique needs of the organization and endusers.
F5 is, and has been since I’ve been involved (back before application delivery was even a term used in the industry),
concerned with delivering applications. The technologies used to accomplish that goal have changed and evolved over
the years but at the heart of all the technological innovations and changes have remained applications.
Where those applications are physically delivered from is not our decision. That’s up to the application owner to decide.
Maybe it lives in a hosted data center, or on-premise, or of late in a cloud in a provider’s data center. It is the goal of F5
and its solutions to enable application owners to deploy the applications upon which their business relies in any
environment, and using any model – cloud or traditional.
F5 recognizes that organizations are going to make choices for application deployment based on what’s best for their
business, and understands that some organizations are going to adopt cloud computing with a passion and will depend
on cloud vendors to ensure that applications residing in their clouds are secure, fast, and available. And to that end F5
has worked with a signiﬁcant number of cloud vendors to build out implementations based on F5 technology that does
just that.
F5 also recognizes that some organizations are going to build cloud environments in their own data centers, and
continues to expand its application partnerships with leading innovators in virtualization and network infrastructure to
ensure that those organizations can also architect a cloud computing model. We also recognize that there will continue
to be “traditional” and “legacy” architectures out there, some of them in the same data centers where cloud models will
be implemented, that will need those same features and technology to ensure that a heterogeneous environment is as
operationally efﬁcient as possible.
In fact, F5’s vision is one that recognizes the need to understand that location is just one more aspect of an application.
That the location of the application and the user are relevant in the decisions regarding how best to secure, accelerate,
and make available that application. We call it context-aware networking, and we are acutely aware that the “location”
piece of context may be a cloud or a local data center and that it may change from one day to the next, or even one
minute to the next.
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